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Foreword

The Fourth World Sanskrit Conference of the International Association of Sans-
krit Studies, held at Weimar, GDR, on May 23—-30, 1979, was, in many respects,
quite a memorable occasion. For one thing, the organizers could have hardly
thought of a more appropriate venue for the Conference. Though the pioneering
work during the initial period of the history of Indology was done, quite under-
standably, by Englishmen like Jonms (1746—1794), WimkINs (1750—1836), and
COLEBROOKE (1765—1836), it was the German romanticists like HERDER (1744 to
1803) and GOETHE (1749-1832), with their base at Weimar, who had been the
first to enthuse lustily over the recent discovery of India and Sanskrit literature
by Europe. It was claimed—though, perhaps, rather naively—that if the Germans
were the romanticists of the modern times the Indians were the romanticists of
antiquity. The organizers, indeed, deserve high appreciation for their thoughtful-
ness in having arranged, in conjunction with the Fourth World Sanskrit Confe-
rence, a special commemorative meeting in honour of Johann Gottfried HErRDER,
the ,,Wegbereiter der deutschen Indologie®.

I may incidentally add that a cosy little town like Weimar affords better oppor-
tunities for personal communion among the participants of a conference. And
does this extra-mural communion not often prove more fruitful than formal meet.-
ings—particularly if the physical comforts of the participants are properly taken
care of, as they happily were by Professor MoreENROTH and his co-workers?

The Weimar Conference also showed an appreciable rise in membership. It was
certainly heartening to see a large number of young scholars from Europe and
from America taking active interest in Sanskrit. But it was not only the number
of participants that struck one; the width and variety of their research-interest
also were equally striking. I, for one, am inclined to regard this phenomenon
as & harbinger of a kind of resurrection of Sanskrit and Indological Studies in the
West.

And who can afford to forget the marvellous presentation of Visakhadatta’s
Mudraraksasa, in German, by the German National Theatre in Weimar? The
artists succeeded in an astounding measure in conveying to the audience—even to
those among them who were not familiar with the German language—the nuances
of the complex plot and characterisation. All praise is due to Shrimati Vijaya
MenTa (Bombay) and Mr. Fritz BENNEWITZ (Weimar) who were mainly respon-
sible for that outstanding production.

The publication of the present magnificent volume of the Proceedings of the
Forth World Sanskrit Conference deserves a special mention. Those, like myself,
who have experience of the many difficulties which beset this kind of work, will
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4 Foreword

readily acknowledge the patience and efficiency of the editor, Professor
MoreeENROTH. He is surely entitled to the sincere thanks of all Sanskritists.

It is, indeed, unfortunate that I have to close this foreword on a sad note. Pro-
fessor V. RacHAVAN, who had been the President of the International Association
of Sanskrit Studies ever since its inception in 1973 and on whose able stewardship
of the World Sanskrit Conference we had learnt confidently to depend, passed
away most unexpectedly on April 6, 1979—just a few days before the Weimar
Conference. We shall ever remember with gratitude Professor RacEAVAN’S dedi-
cated and manifold services to the cause of Sanskrit studies in India and abroad.

Bhandarkar Oriental R. N. Dandekar
Research Institute, President, I.A.S.S.
Poona, India

November 15, 1980



Preface

The Fourth World Sanskrit Conference took place at Weimar (GDR) May 23-30,
1979, and was organized by the Humboldt University of Berlin on behalf of the
International Association of Sanskrit Studies. About 270 scientists from 28 coun-
tries participated in the conference. Out of 168 papers announced by them 153
papers could be read.

Revised summaries of these papers together with preprints ofthe reports givenin
the opening plenary session were already published in the booklet “Fourth World
Sanskrit Conference of I.A.S.S.—Summaries of Papers and Papers Read in the Ope-
ning Plenary Session” (Berlin 1979). In this volume all papers have been brought to-
gether which were sent to the organizers of the conference for printing. They are 119
contributions in the conference languages English, French, German, and Russian.

The conference was organized in plenary sessions and in a number of sections
dealing with special topics. For various reasons not all papers could be read in the
corresponding meetings. Therefore, this volume doesn’t pay regard to the time of
reading but only considers the subjects dealt with.

The main subjects of the conference were

1. Sanskrit and Humanistic Sciences

2. Sanskrit and Ancient History of India

3. Role of Sanskrit in South Asia, especially India

4. Role of Sanskrit in the World, especially in Central Asia, South East Asia

and Europe.

Besides these subjects mostly dealt with in the plenary sessions other ones were
treated in the sections

5. Linguistics (General Linguistics, Sanskrit, Middle Indo-Aryan, Indian Gram-

marians)

6. Philosophy and Religion (Veda, Buddhism/Jainism, Hinduism)

7. Science and Medicine

8. Poetry (Epics, Classical Poetry, Narrative Literature, Poetics)

9. Archaeology and Art History.

The issue of this volume took more time than expected, because some of the
papers were sent in very late and the process of making the papers ready for
print became sometimes difficult and took a lot of time. I'm grateful to Mrs. Dr.
BarBara BorNER, Dr. Acamm Fams, Mr. Prof. Dr. Dr. Kravs Myrius, Mrs. Dr.
Marreye NravwascH, Mrs. Dr. Himrrup Rifstav, Mrs. Dr. Roswitea REICHERT,
Mrs. Dr. Eva Rirscrrn and Mrs. Dr. Maria ScEETELICHE who supported me in
looking through the papers and — last not least —to Mr. Dr. FRIEDMAR GEISSLER
and Mrs. Dr. Dacmar SGRGEL who made the papers ready for print.
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Finally I'd like to thank very much Prof. Dr. JoacEmM HERRMANN, the director
of the Central Institute of Ancient History and Archaeology of the Academy
of Sciences of the GDR for including this volume in his series ,,Schriften zur Ge-
schichte und Kultur des Alten Orients®. '

May this book with its great number of various research subjects not only
keep awalke the memory of happy and successful days at Weimar 1979, but—first
of all-give a new impetus for Sanskrit studies all over the world.

Berlin Wolfgang Morgenroth



