
Minutes of the IASS General Assembly 
and Special Meeting, 17 Dec 2025 

 Agenda 
President's brief report -  Prof Dipti Tripathi 
Treasurer's brief report – Prof Georges Pinault 
Confirmation of IASS Board 
Confirmation of Consultative Committee  
Report of WSC2027 in Mumbai – Prof Malhar Kulkarni 
Special Meeting: Amendment of IASS Statutes  
Other business  

President’s Report. Prof. Dipti Tripathi 

Friends and Colleagues  

I am happy to welcome you all to the general body meeting of the International 
Association of Sanskrit Studies. We have been meeting at regular intervals during the 
past six years but due to circumstances beyond our control, we have had to make do 
with online meetings rather than meeting in person. We all remember the horrifying time 
of Carona epidemic due to which the Canberra conference had to be postponed several 
times, and which was ultimately held in the online mode very efficiently and effectively.  

I think World Sanskrit Conference must be the only conference of this scale both 
geographically and time span wise to be held in online mode successfully. The credit 
goes to Prof. McComas Taylor now Secretary General of IASS, to have dared to conceive 
of it and to have pulled it off successfully. Congratulations Prof. McComas! The next 
conference at Kathmandu was slightly delayed but we had the satisfaction of coming 
back from virtual mode to physical mode and the participants were delighted and 
excited to participate in the conference in person. This general body meeting should 
have been held during the Nepal Conference but due to unforeseen circumstances it 
had to be postponed.  

I would like to share with you the expansion and diversification of the activities of IASS. 
Till the time WSC18 at Canberra, IASS had been limited to holding triennial World 
Sanskrit Conference. But thereafter it was felt that we need to expand our area of 
activities so that we can fulfil our mandate more effectively. In this direction we have 
initiated the following programmes:  

1. Lecture series in different subject areas in collaboration with academic institutions. 
The first one was held at Kantaloorsala Research Institute in Kerala. Prof. A.R.Mishra of 
Shantiniketan spoke about Indian Philosophy.  



2. Thereafter, a series of five lectures were planned in collaboration with JMI  

University at Delhi. Three lectures have already been held and two are to follow. The first 
one was on Critical edition of Abhijyanshakuntala by Prof. V.M.Bhatta of Ahmedabad 
who, has with great diligence, after decades of research brought out a critical edition of 
the text.  

The next was a lecture on Vakyapadiya by Prof. Banarasi Tripathi of Gorakhpur 
University. He dwelt on the underlying philosophy of language that Bhartrihari has 
propounded as the essence of human speech.  

The third lecture was on the topic Chemistry in Sanskrit by Prof.R.S.Mishra of the 
Department of Chemistry, JNU, Delhi.  

We also organised an online round table discussion on Relevance of Gita in which 
Scholars from different parts of the world participated and which was very well received 
by the audience that consisted of more than thirty scholars.  

I am happy to announce that we now also have a dedicated You Tube channel. The 
lecture on Chemistry in Sanskrit has been uploaded, and the other programmes are in 
the process of being uploaded. Lectures delivered in Languages other than English will 
also carry English subtitles. I would like to request members to make best use of the 
IASS channel.  

We are very soon going to organise another five-lecture series in Collaboration with 
University of Lucknow. Since these programmes are in hybrid mode those interested, 
may also participate live. We are organising to announce the programmes well in 
advance on IASS website so that there can be wider participation. Every new venture 
takes some time to fructify fully and get wide participation. I am sure that with your 
active support we shall be able to achieve success in our venture.  

It gives me pleasure in announcing that after a long time our website has a new look and 
is geared to provide complete information on IASS and its activities. It is developing as 
we grow and I hope it will be in keeping with the stature of IASS.  

In the end I would like to thank the Secretary General Prof. McComas Taylor and 
treasurer Prof. Georges Pinault for their unstinted support in the programmes of 
diversification of activities of IASS. I am also grateful to all the members of the  

Executive committee and Consultative committee, who despite their personal 
commitments and even some personal inconveniences were always there to provide 
support with their wisdom and experience. I am sure IASS will be richer by their 
contribution in furthering its course of diversification.  

Last but not the least I appreciate your participation in this General Body meeting which 
will provide impetus to future growth of IASS.  THANK YOU  



Treasurer’s Report. Prof Georges-Jean Pinault 

Cumulative report 2022-2025 on the finances of the International Association of 
Sanskrit Studies (IASS)  

The preceding cumulative report (2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, up to September 30, 2022) of 
the Treasurer of the IASS has been read and approved at the General Assembly meeting 
held online on October 4, 2022. The present report gave a synthesis of the financial 
reports for the years 2022, 2023, 2024, and beginning of the year 2025, up to June 16, 
2025.  

Several points ought to be mentioned in brief.  

1) The IASS has sponsored international conferences: Australian Sanskrit Conference, 
Canberra University (December 2-3, 2023), Canberra, Australia; 7th International 
Sanskrit Computational Linguistics Symposium (February 15-17, 2024) Auroville, 
Pondicherry, India.  

2) The IASS has supported series of lectures on Sanskrit with appropriate funding: 
Kantaloor Sala Institute, Kalady, Kerala, India, March 21, 2024; by-monthly lectures, 
Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi, India, from September 2024 onwards; Lucknow 
University, Uttar Pradesh, India, during the year 2025.  

3) The IASS Honorary Research Fellowship (1000 €) for 2024 has been delivered to Dr. 
Pranav Prakash, Oxford University.  

4) The IASS has supported 5 bursaries for attending the 19th WSC in Kathmandu, by a 
grant of 500 USD each: Alessandro Giudice, Arpita Paul, Chara Scroope, Shaunak 
Pimputkar, Prabhat Kumar.  

The regular income of the IASS relies mostly on membership fees. Thanks to the 
organizers of the 18th WSC in Canberra, and especially to the engagement of Prof. 
McComas Taylor, the IASS has received afterwards, in February 2023, the transfer, 
through Kaigi Conferencing, of 10.815 AUD (= 6.837.15 €), which proved very welcome 
for the whole ongoing period.  

As for the expenditures of the IASS, they are limited to the usual running costs (bank and 
account keeping charges, which are increasing), It has been felt appropriate to move in 
January 2024 a significant amount of credit to the deposit account, because the latter 
generates some interest every year. The total balance of the finances of the IASS is 
positive, as 38.158,54 euros.  

Since its foundation in 1972, the official address of the IASS is at the Collège de France 
(52 rue du Cardinal-Lemoine, 75231 Paris Cedex 05), Institut des Civilisations. Centre 
d’études indiennes et centrasiatiques. The institutional affiliation of the IASS in Paris is 
secured by the appointment in 2025 of Prof. Isabelle Ratié, Sanskritist, on the chair of 



Indology at the Collège de France. As I announced before, I plan to step down in 2025 
from the charge of Treasurer of the IASS, which I have occupied from the 15th WSC held 
January 2012 in New Delhi, with the constant support of the board of the IASS. My 
colleague Prof. Jan E.M. Houben, Paris, EPHE, PSL, has agreed to take over this role. I 
will give him the required information on the bank accounts during the transition period.  

Paris, June 18, 2025  

The IASS Treasurer, Prof. Georges-Jean Pinault  

NB. An additional sum of IR 26,28,040 is still owed to the IASS from the WSC in 
Kathmandu 

--- 

Election of Board and Consultative Committee 

The following scholars were elected to the Board and Consultative Committee: 

IASS Board Members, 2025 

President Prof Dipti Tripathi  

Secretary-General Prof McComas Taylor  

Treasurer Prof Jan Houben  

Regional director Prof Kei Kataoka  

Regional director Prof Natalia Lidova  

Regional director Prof David Buchta  

Regional director Prof Gianni Pellegrini  

Regional director Prof Wendy J Phillips- Rodríguez  

Regional director Prof Christiane Schaefer    
 

IASS Consultative Committee, 2025 

Prof Donald R Davis Jr 

Prof Mislav Jezic  

Prof Joanna Jurewicz 

Prof Amba Kulkarni 

Prof Malhar Kulkarni 

Prof Amarjiva Lochan 

Prof Hong Luo 
Prof Hari Dutt Sharma  
Prof Kashinath Nyaupane 

Prof Jef Pierce  §  

Prof Philipp Maas § 

Dr Raj Balkaran §  
 

 

  



Report on progress towards 20th WSC, Mumbai, 10-14 December 2027 

Malhar Kulkarni presented a brief report of the work done in organizing the next 20th 
WSC at IIT Bombay, Mumbai. The dates of the 20th World Sanskrit Conference are 
finalised as: 10th December 2027 to 14th December 2027. The venue of the conference 
will mainly be a Convention Center located inside the IIT Bombay campus in Mumbai. 
This convention center has facilities in the form of an  Auditorium (350 seats), 6 rooms 
with 150 seats each, 10 rooms with 70 seats each, 2 Board Rooms with 50 seats each, 
foyers etc. All these spaces are reserved for the WSC sessions. For abstract 
management, we are going forward with the Conference Management Toolkit (CMT) 
developed by Microsoft.  

The timeline for circulation of abstracts and deadlines for abstract submissions etc. 
was presented. It was resolved to adhere to this timeline. The Core team organising this 
conference was mentioned. The other indological institutes in the city of Mumbai were 
mentioned as the collaborators in the form of city level organizing team. It was stated 
that the organizers have already entered into preliminary talks with the potential 
sponsors as well as travel partners. It was also stated that a team was formed to look 
after the organization of the cultural programs.  

Malhar Kulkarni urged the scholarly community to participate in the Mumbai WSC- 
"Welcome to Mumbai", as he said.   

Special Meeting to Amend the IASS Statutes 

Passed by two-thirds majority: 

Rule 12: 

In case of a serious offence by an ordinary any member, honorary member, or patron to 
the honour or legitimate interests of the Association, the Board shall be authorized to 
suspend or revoke membership of the offending party.  

Rule A.3b 

The President shall serve for a single six-year term. The President, Secretary General 
and Treasurer may be re-elected to a second consecutive term of six years. 

Other Business 

Prof Kashinath Nyaupane 
*WSC every two years 
* Permanent HQ for IASS 

Further discussion deferred until the 2027 GA 

  



Formation of IASS Subcommittees 

At the suggestion of Dr Bhandaru Sarma, the IASS has decided to establish the following 
subcommittees. All IASS  members are actively encouraged to self-nominate for one or 
more of the committees here: 

https://tinyurl.com/IASSsubcoms 

• 1. Website committee (The IASS website must be fully updated and modernized 
first, as it is the base for all other digital plans.) 

• 2. Online event committee (Online Increase the number of online seminars and 
sessions hosted by IASS. The recordings and materials (like PDFs) from these 
sessions must be shared with members.) 

• 3. Short course committee. (Organize short online certificate courses on 
specific topics (e.g., Manuscriptology and Digital Humanities) to help members 
gain new skills.) 

• 4. Journal subsidy committee. (Try to get subsidized or free access for IASS 
members to international research journals (e-journals).) 

• 5. Global portal committee. (IASS must manage a Global Indology Portal to 
bring all Sanskrit resources together worldwide.) 

• 6. Communications committee. (Set up a special communication platform (like 
a WhatsApp Group), along with a formal online forum, for quick discussion.) 

• 7. Researcher directory committee. (Provide online directory access so 
members can post and view each other's profiles for networking.) 

• 8. Participation committee. (Create more chances for members to publish 
research papers and join the Association's special committees.) 

• 9. Scholarship committee. (Announce scholarships or travel grants for Young 
Scholars. ) 

• 10. Prizes committee. (Start an annual program to give a Gold Medal and a cash 
prize to talented Sanskrit students globally.) 

• 11. Outreach committee. (Launch a public outreach initiative where scholars 
give public lectures and write articles connecting Sanskrit wisdom (e.g., Ethics, 
Logic) to modern global problems.) 

• 12. Statutes review committee. (Review and clarify the entire election process 
for the governing body, and change the rules (Statutes) to give voting rights to all 
new members.) 

https://tinyurl.com/IASSsubcoms


• 13. Supervisory committee. (Immediately create an Ad-hoc Committee 
(working group) to manage the implementation of these digital and strategic 
projects.) 

Link to form for self-nomination to sub-committees: 

https://tinyurl.com/IASSsubcoms 

Link to recording of General Assembly 

https://anu.zoom.us/rec/share/-
d36XR0MjFLdBEunxRmk7bfLi3O5fVrAtniSxeIQKvwacdst_cd9OK_k0k6yiz73.xVM5Mlnx9
4ABR3Hi 
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